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John 20: 19 When it was even-

ing on that day, the first day of 

the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had 

met were locked for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, "Peace be 

with you."  20 After he said this, 

he showed them his hands and 

his side. Then the disciples re-

joiced when they saw the Lord.  
21 Jesus said to them again, 

"Peace be with you. As the Fa-

ther has sent me, so I send you."  
22 When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to 

them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  
23 If you forgive the sins of any, 

they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are 

retained."  

I am amazed at the gift of life. 

What a gift! To be alive, able to 

sense the world, relate to others, 

receive and give love. I am con-

tinually grateful for this great 

gift of the breath of God. What 

if it didn’t all start with a bang, 

as some say, but with a gentle 

outflow of the Creator’s love? 

Maybe the Spirit, blowing with 

awesome energy, formed galax-

ies, stars, and planets (Gen. 1–

2).  

We are told that a wind from 

God, the ruach in Hebrew, the 

Spirit of God, blew over the 

chaos, making order. And on 

planet Earth, human life began 

as the Maker created human-

kind in the image of God, male 

and female. In chapter two of 

Genesis, the second telling of 

the creation story, we read that 

human life began as the breath 

of God was instilled into the 

nostrils of the first human be-

ing. The indwelling Spirit 

breathes into us this wonderful 

gift of life.  

In each moment, you and I re-

ceive that great gift as we inhale 

the love of God.  

Edwin Hatch (1835–1889), a 

professor of classics at Trinity 

College in Quebec, Canada, was 

recognized as an erudite, inter-

national scholar. Yet in plain, 

mostly one-syllable words, he 

wrote a hymn expressing the 

prayer of receiving the gift of 

life: 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

fill me with life anew, that I 

may love what thou dost love, 

and do what thou wouldst do. 

As the Creator’s breath gives 

life to us, it purifies us and 

makes us one with God. Walk-

ing with God, we live in love 

and compassion. The refreshing 

breeze of the Spirit awakens us 

and sets us on the way of love. 

The breath of God glows in us. 

As Genesis 2:7 says, the breath 

of Yahweh gives life to humani-

ty: “Then the LORD God 

formed man from the dust of the 

ground, and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life.” The 

breath of God makes human life 

possible.  

That energy, that divine Spirit, 

enlivens human existence. We 

walk with God as we accept the 

divine love breathed into us. 

From God we receive life, con-

sciousness, and awareness of our 

Source. So breathe deep. Fill 

your lungs with fresh air. Hold 

that breath briefly. Then release 

the air you are holding, ridding 

yourself of the old and making 

space for the new. And as you 

breathe, rejoice in the gift of life. 

Let the rise and fall of your 

lungs be a celebration of the 

amazing gift of being alive! 

The Breath of Life 
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Communion In The Easter Season—Worship Team 

The 2018 Easter Season begins 

on Easter Sunday, April 1, and 

continues through Sunday, May 

13. On each of these Sundays, 

we will celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper during the worship ser-

vice. To further understand 

why our denomination suggests 

this practice, please take time to 

read an excerpt of the 

“Invitation to Christ: Sacra-

mental Practices” and the letter 

from the Stated Clerk of the 

Presbyterian Church USA. (For 

a complete copy of The Font 

and Table document, contact 

the church office.) 

“Invitation to Christ: Sac-
ramental Practices” was 
approved by the 217th Gen-
eral Assembly, and a pasto-
ral letter invites every con-
gregation to participate in 
five shared practices and 
encouraged congregations 
to engage in intentional re-
flection on these practices.  

They are: 

1. Set the font in full view 
of the congregation. 

2. Open the font and fill it 
with water on every Lord’s 
Day. 

3. Set the cup and the plate 
on the Lord’s Table on eve-
ry Lord’s Day. 

4. Lead appropriate parts of 
weekly worship from the 
font and from the table. 

5. Increase the number of 
Sundays on which the 
Lord’s Supper is celebrated.  
 

You are encouraged to continue 

these practices during the Easter 

season and throughout the year. 

You may wish to have commun-

ion each Sunday during Easter, 

if this is not already your prac-

tice.  

Over the past ten years, Calvary 

has incorporated all five recom-

mendations into our worship 

service. The Session of Calvary 

has also approved a motion from 

the Worship Team to extend the 

celebration of communion dur-

ing the Easter season.  

 

Profess ion of  Faith  C lass  

Confirmation classes will begin 

the second week of April. This 

consists of 6 Sessions that will 

prepare baptized youth of our 

congregation for the public pro-

fession of their faith. The class 

will examine the essential teach-

ings of the Reformed faith and 

explore the meaning of active 

membership in the Presbyterian 

Church. Public Confirmation 

will take place on Pentecost 

Sunday in the morning worship 

service.  

If you are interested in attend-

ing please contact the church 

office at 973-377-4837 or e-

mail Pastor Ron at true-

northrdg@verizon.net We will 

attempt to set up a schedule 

that works for the group. 

 

Would you consider a contri-

bution to the sign fund? A 

small donation of at least 

$25.00, in memory of or in 

tribute to a loved one, will 

place your name on a list for 

the preservation/replacement 

of the sign on the front lawn. 

As of March 27th, contribu-

tions received and designated to 

the Sign Fund total $4,325.00! 

For more information about 

making a donation to the 

Church Sign Fund please call 

Michele Newhouse (973-377-

1897) or Jean Clelland (973-887

-8119). 

Step Up & Help  Out  
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Lectionary for April 2018 

April 1 (Easter)  

Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or 

Acts 10:34-43  

John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8  

(Easter Evening) 

Isaiah 25:6-9 

Psalm 114 

1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 

Luke 24:13-49 

April 8 (2nd Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 4:32-35 

Psalm 133 

1 John 1:1-2:2 

John 20:19-31 

April 15 (3rd Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 3:12-19 

Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1-7 

Luke 24:36b-48 

Easter isn’t just a Sunday — it’s 

a season. One day out of 365 is 

hardly sufficient to celebrate the 

great mystery of our faith — 

that Jesus Christ is risen from 

the dead. Accordingly, the sea-

son of Easter lasts seven weeks 

(a “week of weeks”), spanning 

the 50 days from the Sunday of 

the Resurrection to Pentecost 

Sunday and encompassing the 

festival of the Ascension of the 

Lord. 

The season of Easter is intended 

to be a joyful time for celebrat-

ing the presence of the risen 

Christ in the church. If your 

congregation doesn’t already 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper (a 

feast with the risen Lord) each 

week, the season of Easter is an 

excellent and appropriate time 

to explore this practice. 

Of course, Easter really isn't just 

a season either. In the fullest 

sense, Easter is a new way of 

life — in which we are "dead to 

sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus" (Rom. 6:11), called to 

"walk in newness of life" (Rom. 

6:4). Every year, for fifty days, 

the church celebrates and re-

hearses this new way of life in 

the Season of Easter — as we 

await its completion in the full-

ness of Christ's reign. 

April 22 (4th Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 4:5-12 

Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 

John 10:11-18 

April 29 (5th Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 8:26-40 

Psalm 22:25-31 

1 John 4:7-21 

John 15:1-8  
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Briefly Noted 

low the service in Fellowship 

Hall. 

Sympathy 

Our sympathy is extended to the 

Weimar family upon the death 

of Beverly J. (Charlton) Wei-

mar on March 12, 2018. A me-

morial service will be held at a 

later date for Mrs. Weimar. 

“Just Us” Book Club 

The “Just Us” Book Club will 

meet on Wednesday, April 4th 

at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Ma-

rie White. The book for April 

will be “The Bee Keeper’s 

Daughter” by Santa Montefio-

rie. Please call Marie at 973-

377-0107 or  Ann Ritzer at 973-

377-1840. 

Martha Circle 

The Martha Circle will meet on 

Monday, April 16th at 7:00 p.m. 

at the home of Mona Daugh-

erty. The study for April will be 

the book “The Traveler’s Gift” 

Fellowship Hour 

Preparing a place for people to 

gather for food and conversa-

tion is an offering and we 

would like to thank The Bell 

Choir, Michele Newhouse, 

Bob Newhouse, The Lucky 

Charms and The Deacons for 

hosting fellowship hour during 

the month of March.  

Thank You  

Thank you, Thank you, Thank 

you. We can’t say it often 

enough to express our sincere 

appreciation for all the cards 

and well wishes sent to us by 

the members of our congrega-

tion. Again, thank you and 

prayers for each and every-

one.— Jean & Allan Clelland 

Gesler Memorial  

A service will be held at Cal-

vary Presbyterian on Saturday, 

May 5 at 2pm. Interment will 

be at the Calvary Memorial 

Garden. A reception will fol-
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by Andy Andrews, the 5th deci-

sion, 7th Chapter, pages 91 to 110. 

For more information please call 

Mona at 822-3529 or Marie White 

at 377-0107. 

April Birthdays 

John Wright 1 
Jane Rissland 3 
Michele Newhouse 4 
Aiden Plummer 6 
Luke Smith 10 
Beverly McLaughlin 12 
Thomas Wollmann 17 
Dakota Webb 18 
Matthew Allen 19 
Janet Opoku 19 
Robert Lang 24 
Barbara Melcher 28 
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